East Olympia Community Church History
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East Olympia Community Church was established in 1921 by the American Sunday School Union, an organization of missionaries. Gene Scott was the first Pastor of the church and is one of the missionaries the church helps to support today. Gene and his wife Marie, left EOCC to become missionaries for Wycliffe Bible Translators and began a life-long commitment in Peru, South America.
 
 Most of the documented history of the church was destroyed in a fire that encompassed the entire building. The exact date of that event and the cause of the fire is unknown. The late Thomas Dunagan rebuilt the church along with help from other EOCC members. He always said, “It was the Lord who helped us rebuild the church as we had no idea what we were doing!” One day, as they were attempting to pour a concrete foundation without the knowledge of how to do it, a professional concrete finisher happened by. Out of curiosity, he stopped to find out what was going on and stayed to help finish the project. Because of his contribution, the church has a lower level which includes a kitchen, nursery and classrooms. The light fixtures that hang in the sanctuary are from the original Olympia High School gymnasium. It is interesting to note that Jon, Tom’s youngest son, became a missionary and began Harvest Ministries which holds crusades in Africa as well as other countries around the world.
 
 After the Scott’s joined Wycliffe, Vick Huvda became EOCC’s pastor. He was succeeded by Floyd Conway. Mr. Conway was a working pastor who taught junior high school in the Olympia school district, coached wrestling and football, and served in the Washington State Legislature. He retired after twenty-five years of faithful service. Floyd went home to be with the Lord in October 2007.  Floyd was succeeded by Judy and Jerry Tyler.  The Tyler's were then succeed by Bill Mason. Bill, and his wife Marie, originally from Oklahoma, returned their after serving EOCC for 13 years. Jim Trowbridge is now the pastor for EOCC. Jim Trowbridge and his wife Terri have been active at EOCC for many years. Bill Bonham, associate pastor, has been active at EOCC for many years and prison ministries and also has a ministry at a local Senior Center.
